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Even before COVID-19, statisticians predicted that there would not be
enough trained nurses to meet demand. This has been exacerbated by
the pandemic, causing a nursing shortage close to 13 million workers
across the world.! In the United States, about 1.1 million nurses need to
be replaced by 2024.2

Factors that impact the current staffing shortage among nurses include
an aging population, aging workforce, nurse burnout, wage disparities,
family obligations, lack of nursing faculty,® and infection rates and
death.# However, one of the major factors contributing to the shortage
is limited access to nursing education and training. Even though student
applications surged in fall 2020 programs, there were 80,521 qualified is
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