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Your	Degree	Plan	includes	courses	needed	to	complete	your	program.	To	obtain	your	degree,	you	will	be 
required	to	demonstrate	your	skills	and	knowledge	by	completing the	assessment(s)	for	each	course.	In 
general	there	are	two	types	of	assessments:	performance	assessments	and	objective	assessments. 
Performance	assessments	contain,	in	most	cases,	multiple	scored	 tasks	such	as	projects,	essays,	and 
research	papers.	Objective	assessments	include	multiple-choice	 items,	multiple-selection	items,	matching, 
short	answer,	drag-and-drop,	and	point-and-click	item	types,	as well	as	case	study	and	video-	based	items. 
Certifications	verified	through	third	parties	may	also	be	included	in	your	program.	More	detailed	information 
about	each	assessment	is	provided	in	each	course	of	study. 
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Western	Governors	University	requires	that	candidates	pass	the	state-mandated	content	exam	that	aligns 
with	their	WGU	program	in	addition	to	a	basic	skills	exam	(initial	licensure	programs	only).	Specific 
information	regarding	required	content	and	basic	skills	exams	required	for	each	program	and	state	can	be 
found	in	the	WGU	Student	Handbook.	In	many	cases,	it	is	the	candidates’	responsibility	to	register	and	pay 
for	the	required	exams	and	submit	their	official	passing	score	 reports	to	WGU. 
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�6�R�P�H states	 have	specific	licensure	requirements	that	 are	not	 part	 of	 WGU	 programs	that	 you	will	have	to 
fulfill	 in	addition	to	 the	degree	requirements	of	 your	 program.	 These	state	 licensure	requirements	might 
include,	but	 are	not	 limited	to:	 subject-specific	licensure	exams,	 state-specific	teacher	performance 
assessments,	 course	work	related	to	 state	 history,	 basic	skills	exams,	 and	background	 clearances.	The 
WGU	 Student	 Handbook	outlines	the	credentialing	 requirements	of	 each	state.	 Teacher	candidates	should 
consult	 the	applicable	 section	to	 become	familiar	with	their	 state’s	expectations	regarding	 licensure. 
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The Education Professional 2 1 

Learner	 Development and the 
Science of Learning 

2 1 

Practices	 for	 Inclusive Classrooms 2 1 

Establishing Positive and Engaging 
Learning Environments 
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Student Teaching I in Special 
Education 

4 7 

Student Teaching II in Special 
Education 

4 8 

Education Portfolio 1 8 

Total CUs 64 
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WGU publishes an Institutional Catalog, which describes the academic requirements of each degree 
program. Although students are required to complete the program version current at the time of their 
enrollment, WGU may modify requirements and course offerings within that version of the program to 
maintain the currency and relevance of WGU’s competencies and programs. When program 
requirements are updated, students readmitting after withdrawal from the university will be expected to 
re-enter into the most current catalog version of the program. 
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